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(54) Predistortion control for power reduction 


(57) There is provided a transmitter, and a method 
using such a transmitter, the transmitter having an am¬ 
plifier for amplifying a received signal, predistortion 
means for predistorting a received signal prior to the sig¬ 
nal passing through the amplifier means, a transmitter 
for transmitting a signal, and a control for controlling the 


transmitter. If the power level of the signal to be trans¬ 
mitted by the transmitter is below a predetermined level, 
the signal is not predistorted by the predistortion means 
and if the power level of the signal to be transmitted by 
the transmitter is above a predetermined level the re¬ 
ceived signal passes through the predistortion means 
and amplifier. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a transmitter 
and a method for transmitting a signal. In particularly, 
but not exclusively, the present invention relates to a 
transmitter and a transmitting method for spread spec¬ 
trum multiple access system using, for example code 
division multiple access (CDMA). The transmitter and 
method may be used in a cellular telecommunications 
network. 

[0002] The signal which is modulated prior to trans¬ 
mission is generally modulated using a digital modula¬ 
tion method. If the transmitter is not linear, spectrum 
spreading to adjacent channels can occur. This leads to 
a reduction in the system capacity. If the transmitter is 
linear or substantially linear, the problem of spectrum 
spreading to adjacent channels can be reduced. The lin¬ 
earity of the transmitter is largely dependent on the op¬ 
erating characteristics of the power amplifier. Highly lin¬ 
ear power amplifiers could be used to reduce the 
amount of spectrum spreading to adjacent channels. 
However, the power efficiency of linear amplifiers is 
poor. Less linear amplifiers are more efficient and in par¬ 
ticular consume less power for the required amplifica¬ 
tion. 

[0003] It has therefore been proposed to use nonlin¬ 
ear amplifiers in spread spectrum transmitters but with 
compensation for the non-linearity of the amplifier. One 
method of compensation is digital predistortion. With 
this method, before a signal is input to a power amplifier, 
it is predistorted in a nonlinear manner. This predistor¬ 
tion is the inverse of the distortion which is applied by 
the amplifier. Accordingly, the predistorted signal is input 
to the amplifier which provides a linear output. However, 
whilst this method provides improved power consump¬ 
tion if the signal is to be transmitted with a relatively high 
power level, the power efficiency is lower when the sig¬ 
nal is transmitted with a lower power level. This is be¬ 
cause the predistortion part of the transmitter consumes 
the same amount of power regardless of the power level 
of the signal to be transmitted. Since CDMA mobile sta¬ 
tions will tend to use lower power levels, there may be 
little power saving as compared to simply using a linear 
power amplifier. 

[0004] Another problem in predistortion is related to 
power control. An adaptive predistorter, which is not ca¬ 
pable of real time compensation of the non-linearity of 
the amplifier, requires a certain amount of time to adapt 
if the non-linearity is changed. In known transmitters, 
the power control uses adjustable analogue gain and/or 
attenuation. In practice, this means that the power is 
changed after predistortion and prior to amplification. Al¬ 
though the change in power level does not necessarily 
change the characteristics of the amplifier, it does 
change the non-linearity which is seen by the predistort¬ 
er. This is because every output point of the predistorter 
corresponds to a certain input point of the amplifier, and 
an unexpected gain or attenuation occurring between 


the predistortion and the amplification causes a shifting 
of the signal so that those points do not correspond to 
each other anymore. 

[0005] Figure 1 shows such an arrangement which is 
s known from US-A-5049832. The transmitter 50 has a 
power amplifier 52 which operates in a non linear man¬ 
ner. The signal which is to be transmitted is input to an 
address calculator 54 which calculates an address from 
the input signal. The calculated address corresponds to 
a location in a look up table (LUT) 56. The values at the 
calculated address are output to a multiplier which pre¬ 
distorts the signal in accordance with these values. The 
transmitter also includes an adaption algorithm block 
which receives part of the signal to be transmitted. That 
signal is compared by the adaption algorithm block 60 
with the signal which is input to the multiplier 62. The 
same signal which is input to the multiplier 62 is input to 
a delay block 58 which outputs that signal to the adap¬ 
tion algorithm block 60 after a predetermined delay. This 
ensures that the part of signal to be transmitted is com¬ 
pared by the adaption algorithm block 60 with the cor¬ 
responding input signal. If the transmitted signal is not 
linear with respect to the input signal, the adaption al¬ 
gorithm block 60 calculates corrected values which are 
output to the LUT 56 and stored in the respective ad¬ 
dress. This arrangement suffers from the problem dis¬ 
cussed hereinbefore, and especially it does not consider 
the problems associated with power control. 

[0006] It is an aim of certain embodiments of the 
present invention to provide a transmitter including pre¬ 
distortion which is power efficient and which takes into 
account the problem associated with power control. 
[0007] According to a first aspect of the present inven¬ 
tion, there is provided a transmitter comprising: amplifier 
means for amplifying a received signal; predistortion 
means for predistorting a received signal prior to the sig¬ 
nal passing through said amplifier means; transmitting 
means for transmitting a signal; and contrpl means for 
controlling said transmitter, whereby if the power level 
of the signal to be transmitted by the transmitter means 
is below a predetermined level, the signal is not predis¬ 
torted by said predistortion means and if the power level 
of the signal to be transmitted by the transmitter means 
is above a predetermined level said received signal 
passes through said predistortion means and said am¬ 
plifier means. 

[0008] Preferably, said predistortion means is ar¬ 
ranged substantially to compensate for the non-linearity 
of said amplifier means, when used. 

[0009] Thus, the predistortion means is only used 
when the power level of the transmitted signal is rela¬ 
tively high and the non-linearity of the amplifier means 
is most likely to cause problems. The predistortion 
means thus compensates for the nonlinear characteris¬ 
tics of the amplifier means. If the amplifier means are 
nonlinear, more efficient use of power can be achieved. 
However, when the power level falls below a predeter¬ 
mined level, the predistortion means are not used, which 
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may allow the power required to operate the predistor¬ 
tion means to be saved. As the power level is much low¬ 
er, any distortion at the output of the amplifier means 
may not cause significant problems in terms of interfer¬ 
ence with adjacent channels. 

[0010] Preferably, when the power level of the signal 
is below the predetermined level, the predistortion 
means is switched off. This allows power to be saved. 
[0011] A bypass path is preferably provided for by¬ 
passing said amplifier, whereby if a power level of a sig¬ 
nal to be transmitted by the transmitting means is below 
a given level (which may be the same as the predeter¬ 
mined level), a received signal passes through the by¬ 
pass path. Thus, the amplifier means may also be 
turned off in this situation. 

[0012] Preferably, bias control means are provided for 
controlling the biassing applied to the amplifier means, 
whereby when the power level of the signal to be trans¬ 
mitted by the transmitting means is above the predeter¬ 
mined level, then the amplifier means is controlled by 
the bias control means to operate in a more power effi¬ 
cient class. In practice this means that the amplifier 
means may be less linear. This gets the maximum pow¬ 
er efficiency out of the transmitter even allowing for the 
extra power consumption required by the predistortion 
means. 

[0013] I f the power level of the signal to be transm itted 
by said transmitter is below the predetermined level, the 
amplifier means are controlled by the bias control 
means to operate substantially linearly. Thus, the signal 
may pass through the amplifier which as it is controlled 
to operate in a linear fashion, gives a linear output. 
[0014] The amplifier means may comprise a plurality 
of amplifiers arranged in series. The bypass path may 
bypass at least one of said plurality of amplifiers and the 
received signal may be arranged to pass through at 
least one amplifier, and in another mode of operation, a 
different number of amplifiers may be bypassed. 

[0015] I n this arrangement, a plurality of amplifiers are 
connected in series at least some of which are by¬ 
passed. For example, if three amplifiers are provided, 
in one mode of operation, one or two amplifiers could 
be bypassed whilst in another mode of operation all 
three amplifiers could be bypassed. This arrangement 
has the advantage that there is some flexibility in the 
gain applied to a signal. The number of amplifier stages 
which a signal passes through can thus be controlled. 
[0016] The bias control means may be arranged to 
control the biassing of at least one of said amplifiers. 
[0017] Preferably, a feedback path is provided for pro¬ 
viding the predistortion means with a portion of the 
transmitted signal, said predistortion means being ar¬ 
ranged to compare the portion of the transmitted signal 
with the signal received by the predistortion means. The 
predistortion means may be arranged to calculate at 
least one new predistortion value to be used by the pre¬ 
distortion means for a subsequent predistortion if the 
portion of the transmitted signal and the signal input to 


the predistortion means do not have a predetermined - 
relationship. The predetermined relationship may be 
that the portion of the transmitted signal has a linear re¬ 
lationship with the signal input to the predistortion 
5 means. 

[0018] Preferably, when the predistortion means is 
not used, the feedback path is switched off. This allows 
a further power saving to be achieved. 

[0019] Gain control means may be provided for ap¬ 
plying a gain to the signal prior to the signal being input 
to the predistortion means. At least one further gain con¬ 
trol means may be provided between the output of the 
predistortion means and the amplifier means. Prefera¬ 
bly, said first gain control means only is used to control 
the power level of the signal to be transmitted if predis¬ 
tortion is applied to the signal. 

[0020] Preferably, the further gain control means is 
used to control the power level of the signal to be trans¬ 
mitted if predistortion is not applied to the signal to be 
transmitted. The first gain control means may, but not 
necessarily be used to control the power level of the sig¬ 
nal to be transmitted if predistortion is not applied to the 
signal. 

[0021] Preferably, the transmitter, which may be a ra¬ 
dio frequency transmitter described hereinbefore can be 
included in a mobile station. The mobile station may be 
arranged to work in a spread spectrum communications 
system. That spread spectrum communications system 
may use code division multiple access. 

[0022] According to a second aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a method for controlling a 
transmitter comprising the steps of receiving a signal to 
be amplified, causing the signal to be predistorted if the 
power level of the signal to be transmitted is above a 
predetermined level, and not predistorting said received 
signal if the power level of the signal to be transmitted 
is below a predetermined level, amplifying the predis¬ 
torted signal and transmitting said signal. - 
[0023] For a better understanding of the present in¬ 
vention and as to how the same may be carried into ef¬ 
fect, reference will now be made by way of example to 
the accompanying drawings in which:- 

Figure 1 shows a known transmitter; 

Figure 2 shows a schematic view of a transmitter 
embodying the present invention; 

Figure 3 shows a more detailed view of the predis¬ 
tortion circuit of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 shows a schematic view of a modification 
to the transmitter shown in Figure 2; 

Figure 5 shows a schematic view of a second mod¬ 
ification to the transmitter shown in Figure 2; and 
Figure 6 shows a typical cellular network in which 
embodiments of the present invention can be used. 

[0024] Reference will now be made to Figure 2 which 
shows a first embodiment of the present invention. In 
particular, Figure 2 shows a transmitter for a CDMA mo- 
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bile station. 

[0025] Figure 2 shows a schematic view of a transmit¬ 
ter 61 embodying the present invention. The transmitter 
61 has an input 90 which receives the complex signal 
to be transmitted by the transmitter 61. At this stage, the s 
signal is in digital form and is at a baseband frequency. 

A complex signal can be regarded as being two signals, 
one of which is the cosine component and the other of 
which is the sine component of the complex signal. 
These components are alternatively referred to as the I 
and Q components respectively. The signal to be trans¬ 
mitted is input to a first gain control block 92 which re¬ 
ceives a control signal 94 from a controller (not shown). 

The control signal 94 determines the gain applied by the 
first gain control block 92 to the signal input thereto. 

[0026] The output of the first gain control block 92 is 
input to a first switch. The first switch 96 has two posi¬ 
tions. In one position, the output of the switch is con¬ 
nected to a digital predistortion circuit 64. When the first 
switch 96 is in the second position, the output thereof is 
connected to a bypass path 98 which bypasses the dig¬ 
ital predistortion circuit 64. If the signal output by the first 
switch 96 is input to the predistortion circuit 64, the sig¬ 
nal is predistorted. The predistortion applied by the pre¬ 
distortion circuit 64 is opposite to the distortion caused 
by the non-linearity of a power amplifier module 32 
which will be described in more detail hereinafter. Thus 
when the signal distorted by the predistortion circuit 64 
is input to the power amplifier module 32, the output of 
the power amplifier module has a linear relationship (or 
as linear as possible) with the digital signal prior to being 
input to the predistortion circuit 64. The predistortion cir¬ 
cuit 64 will be described in more detail hereinafter. 

[0027] The output of the predistortion circuit 64 is con¬ 
nected to a second switch 100. The other end of the by¬ 
pass path 98 is also connected to the second switch 
100. If the first switch 96 connects its input to the pre¬ 
distortion circuit 64, then the output of the predistortion 
circuit 64 is connected to the second switch 100. Like¬ 
wise, if the first switch 96 connects its input to the bypass 
path 98, then the other end of the bypass path is con¬ 
nected to the second switch 100. The positions of the 
first and second switches 96 and 100 are controlled by 
respective control signals 102 and 104 from the control¬ 
ler. 

[0028] The output of the predistortion circuit 64, which 
is still in the form of I and Q signals, are input to the 
digital to analogue (D/A) converter unit 3. The I and Q 
signals are converted by the digital to analogue conver¬ 
tor unit 3 to analogue I and Q signals. It should be ap¬ 
preciated that the first gain control block 92, the first and 
second switches 96 and 100, the bypass path 98, the 
predistortion circuit 64 and the digital to analogue con¬ 
verter unit 3 constitute the digital part of the transmitter 
61. 

[0029] These analogue signals are then filtered by a 
first lowpass filter unit 4. The first lowpass filter unit 4 
filters out undesired components which are introduced 


by the digital to analogue convertor unit 3. The I and Q 
signals output by the first lowpass filter unit 4 are mixed 
in an IQ modulator 5 with a signal from a first local os¬ 
cillator 7. The combined, modulated, signal output by 
the modulator 5 is at an intermediate frequency. The 
combined signal output from the modulator 5 is input to 
a second gain control block 13 which applies a gain to 
the signal input thereto in accordance with a control sig¬ 
nal 13a from the controller. 

[0030] The output of the second gain control block 13 
is input to a first bandpass filter 11 which is tuned to the 
intermediate frequency. The first bandpass filter 11 fil¬ 
ters out any undesired components introduced by the 
modulator 5 and the second gain control block 13. The 
output of the first bandpass filter 11 is applied to a mul¬ 
tiplier 6 where the modulated signal is mixed with the 
signal from a second local oscillator 8 to provide an out¬ 
put which represents the signal at the radio frequency, 
ie the frequency at which the signals are transmitted by 
the transmitter 61. The output of the multiplier 6 is input 
to a third gain control block 26 which is arranged to re¬ 
ceive a control signal 28 from the controller. The control 
signal 28 controls the amount of gain applied to the sig¬ 
nal input to the third gain control block 26. The output 
of the third gain control block 26 is input to a second 
bandpass filter 15 where the signal is filtered to remove 
any unwanted components introduced by the multiplier 
6 or the third gain control block 26. The second band¬ 
pass filter 15 is tuned to the radio frequency. 

[0031] The output of the second bandpass filter 15 is 
input to a power amplifier module 32 which amplifies the 
signal. The amplifier module 32 may comprise one am¬ 
plifier or a plurality of amplifiers in series. The amplified 
signal amplified by the power amplifier module 32 is out¬ 
put for transmission. A coupler 38 is connected to the 
output of the power amplifier module 32. 

[0032] In the embodiment shown in Figure 2, one out¬ 
put of the coupler 38 is transmitted. A second output of 
the coupler 38 is connected to a second multiplier 44. 
The coupler 38 allows a small proportion of the signal 
to be transmitted to be fed to the second multiplier 44 
as a feedback signal. The second multiplier 44 also re¬ 
ceives an input from the second local oscillator 8. The 
output of the second multiplier 44 represents the signal, 
which is transmitted, but at the intermediate frequency 
instead of the radio frequency. In other words the sec¬ 
ond multiplier 44 down converts the signal from the radio 
frequency to the intermediate frequency. 

[0033] The output of the second multiplier 44 is input 
to a fourth gain control block 80 which receives a control 
signal 83 from the controller. The gain applied to the sig¬ 
nal input to the fourth gain control block 80 is determined 
by the control signal 83. The output of the fourth gain 
control block 80 is input to an IQ demodulator 82 which 
also receives an input from the first local oscillator 7. 
The output of the demodulator 82 is therefore at the 
baseband frequency and includes an I component and 
a Q component. The output of the demodulator 82 is 
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connected to a second lowpass filter unit 86 which filters 
the I and Q signals to remove undesired components 
introduced by the IQ demodulator 82, the fourth gain 
control block 83 and the second multiplier 44. The I and 
Q signals are input to an analogue to digital (A/D) con¬ 
verter unit 84 which converts the I and Q signals to digital 
form. The I and Q signals output by the analogue to dig¬ 
ital converter unit 84 are input to the predistortion circuit 
64. The path from the output of the analogue to the dig¬ 
ital converter unit 84 to the predistortion circuit 64 is re¬ 
ferred to as the adaption path 85. 

[0034] The predistortion circuit 64 is arranged to com¬ 
pare the signals which are input to the predistortion cir¬ 
cuit 64 to be transmitted with the signals which are ac¬ 
tually transmitted and which the predistortion circuit 64 
has received via the adaption path 85. The predistortion 
circuit 64 compares these signals which ideally should 
be the same. Based on the comparison, the predistor¬ 
tion circuit 64 calculates corrected predistortion coeffi¬ 
cients which are to be applied to subsequent digital sig¬ 
nals to be output from the predistortion circuit 64 so that 
the transmitted signals and the signals to be transmitted 
are as similar as possible. If the signal to be transmitted 
is the same or similar to the transmitted signal (except 
for the gain) it can be assumed that the predistortion 
applied by the predistortion circuit 64 has provided good 
compensation for the non-linearity of the power amplifier 
module 32. 

[0035] The non-linearity characteristics of the power 
amplifier module 32 may change with temperature. Ac¬ 
cordingly, the predistortion applied by the predistortion 
circuit 64 may be continuously modified, taking into ac¬ 
count the changes caused by, for example, changes in 
temperature. 

[0036] When the transmitted power level is decreased 
below a given level, the digital predistortion circuit 64 is 
switched off. The position of the first switch 96 is con¬ 
trolled by the controller to prevent the signal output by 
the first gain control block 92 from passing through the 
predistortion circuit 64. Instead the first switch 96 is po¬ 
sitioned to direct the output from the first gain control 
block through the bypass path 98. Likewise, the second 
switch will be positioned to connect the bypass path 98 
to the digital to analogue converter unit 3. As the digital 
predistortion circuit 64 is switched off, the feedback path 
consisting of the second multiplier 44, the fourth gain 
control block 80, the demodulator 82, the second low- 
pass filter unit 86 and the analogue to digital converter 
unit 84 provide no useful function and therefore all of 
these components can be switched off. 

[0037] If the signal is to be transmitted with a power 
level which is above the given level, the first switch 96 
is controlled to connect the output of the first gain control 
block 96 to the input of the predistortion circuit 64. The 
predistortion circuit 64 then predistorts the signal to 
compensate for the non linearity of the power amplifier 
module 32. The output of the predistorter circuit 64 is 
then connected by the second switch 100 to the digital 


to analogue converter unit 3. 

[0038] In this embodiment of the invention, the gain 
provided by the second and/or third gain control block 
13 and 26 is controlled in order to achieve smooth power 
s control when changing from the case where the predis¬ 
tortion circuit 64 is used to the case where the predis¬ 
tortion circuit 64 is not used, and vice versa. In one al¬ 
ternative, the first gain control block 92 can be used in¬ 
stead of the second and/or third gain control blocks for 
io this purpose. 

[0039] At lower power levels, below the given level, 
the non linearity of the power amplifier module 32 does 
not cause a significant amount of spectrum spreading 
to adjacent channels. In other words, the signal in the 
is adjacent channels caused by the spectrum spreading is 
low due to the low power level. Thus, the power con¬ 
sumed by the predistortion circuit 64 can be saved at 
lower power levels by switching off that circuit. If spec¬ 
trum spreading does occur, at the lower power levels, it 
is unlikely to give rise to significant levels of interference. 
However, at higher power levels where spectrum 
spreading to adjacent channels would be a more signif¬ 
icant problem, the predistortion circuit 64 can be used. 
[0040] In preferred embodiments of the invention, on¬ 
ly the first gain control block 92 is used if the predistor¬ 
tion circuit 64 is used and not bypassed. The second 
and third gain control blocks 13 and 26 are set to each 
provide unitary gain. If the first bypass path is used, then 
all three of the first, second and third gain control blocks 
92, 13 and 26 will be used to control the power of the 
signal to be transmitted. Alternatively, in some embodi¬ 
ments, the first gain control block will provide constant 
gain only with the power control being provided by the 
second and/or third gain control blocks 13 and 26. Fine 
tuning of the power level, for example with step sizes of 
IdB, can be achieved by the first gain control block 92 
or the second and/or third gain control blocks 13 and 26. 
[0041] The first gain control block 92 is .required be¬ 
fore the predistortion circuit 64, or otherwise a look up 
table would be required for each power level in the range 
in which predistortion is used. This would increase the 
size of memory required. Another possibility would be 
to use much faster adaptation time so that the predis¬ 
torter adapts almost instantly when the power level is 
changed. This would increase the power consumption, 
because power consumption of digital circuits, and es¬ 
pecially the analogue to digital converters, is proportion¬ 
al to operation speed. In some applications, particularly 
wideband applications, it may also be that in practice it 
is impossible to implement adaption fast enough. If a 
large power control range is required, it is important that 
the predistortion circuit be bypassed at lower power lev¬ 
els. If this does not occur, the first gain control block 92 
would need to provide the entire power control range 
which can be difficult to implement. 

[0042] In one modification to this embodiment, look 
up tables are provided for some of the highest power 
levels, at which predistortion is provided. For example, 
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if the total dynamic range is 80dB in 1 dB steps, there 
could be look up tables for the 9 highest power levels 
and, at the other power levels predistortion will not be 
provided. If the look up tables are provided for the nine 
highest power levels, the first gain control block 92 may 
be omitted. However, in some embodiments, the first 
gain control block will be provided with the nine look up 
tables. It should be appreciated that the figure 9 for the 
number of look up tables is by way of example only. 
[0043] Reference will now be made to Figure 3 which 
shows the predistortion circuit 64 of Figure 2 in more 
detail. The output of the first gain control block 92 is input 
to a predistorter 106 as well as to a address calculator 
108 and a delay block 110. The address calculator 108 
calculates an address from the input signal. This ad¬ 
dress may be calculated from the magnitude or power 
of the input I and Q signals received from the first gain 
control block 92. It should be appreciated that the ad¬ 
dress calculator 108 can use any suitable method to cal¬ 
culate an address. The address calculated by the ad¬ 
dress calculator 108 corresponds to a location in a look 
up table (LUT) 112. Once the address has been calcu¬ 
lated, that address is output to the LUT 112 and the val¬ 
ue or values at the calculated address are output from 
the LUT 112tothe predistorter 106. The predistorter 106 
then predistorts the I and Q signals from the first gain 
control block 92 in accordance with the value or values 
obtained from the LUT 112. For example, the value(s) 
from the LUT may provide coefficients by which the input 
I and Q signals are multiplied. The predistorted I and Q 
signals are then output by the predistorter 106 to the 
second switch 100. 

[0044] The input I and Q signals received from the first 
gain control block 92 are also input to the delay block 
110 which may be a shift register or another type of 
memory which temporarily stores the signals. 

[0045] The predistortion circuit 64 also includes an 
adaption algorithm block 114 which is arranged to re¬ 
ceive the output of the analogue to digital converter unit 
84. The adaption algorithm block 114 compares the sig¬ 
nals which are actually transmitted and which are re¬ 
ceived from the analogue to digital converter unit 84 with 
the signals which are input to the predistortion circuit 64. 
The delay block 110 provides the signals which are input 
to the predistortion circuit 64 to the adaption algorithm 
block at the same time as the signals which are trans¬ 
mitted are received by the algorithm block 114. In other 
words, the delay provided by the delay block 110 is 
equal to the time taken for the signal output by the pre¬ 
distortion circuit 64 to pass through the elements of the 
transmitter 61 up to the coupler 38 and back to through 
the feedback path to the adaption algorithm block 114. 
[0046] The adaption algorithm compares the signals 
which are transmitted with the signals which are input 
to the predistortion circuit 64. If the correct predistortion 
has been applied to the input signals by the predistorter 
106, then the signals should have a linear relationship 
with each other. The comparison carried out by the 


adaption algorithm block 114 is thus a measure as to 
how good the predistortion carried out by the predistort¬ 
er 106 is. Based on this comparison, the adaption algo¬ 
rithm block 114 calculates, if necessary, corrected pre- 
s distortion value(s) which are output by the adaption al¬ 
gorithm block 114 to the corresponding address in the 
LUT 112 calculated by the address calculator 108. 
These values will then be used in a subsequent predis¬ 
tortion. The adaption algorithm block 114 can perform 
any suitable calculation to obtain the corrected values. 
[0047] A modification to the embodiment shown in 
Figure 2 is shown in Figure 4. The same reference nu¬ 
merals as used in relation to Figure 2 will also be used 
in Figure 4 for the same items. A third switch 30 is pro¬ 
vided between the output of the seccnd bandpass filter 
15 and the input to the power amplifier module 32. The 
third switch 30 has two positions. In one position, the 
output of the second bandpass filter 15 is connected to 
the input of the power amplifier module 32. In the other 
position, the output of the second bandpass filter 15 is 
connected to a second bypass path 34. A fourth switch 
36 is provided between the output of the power amplifier 
module 32 and the coupler 38. When the first switch 30 
connects the output of the second bandpass filter 15 to 
the input of the power amplifier module 32, then the sec¬ 
ond switch 36 will connect the output of the power am¬ 
plifier module 32 to the coupler 38. On the other hand, 
when the output of the second bandpass filter 15 is con¬ 
nected to the second bypass path 34, then the fourth 
switch 36 connects the other end of the bypass path 34 
to the coupler 38. 

[0048] The bypass path 34 may provide no gain, at¬ 
tenuation or a small degree of amplification, less than 
that provided by the power amplifier module 32. The po¬ 
sitions of the third and fourth switches 30 and 36 are 
controlled by respective control signals 40 and 42 pro¬ 
vided by the controller. Additional dynamic range can be 
achieved by using the second and/or third^gain control 
blocks 13 and 26 in conjunction with the second bypass 
path 34. 

[0049] When the power of the signals to be transmit¬ 
ted by the transmitter 61 exceed a certain level, the sig¬ 
nals will pass through the power amplifier module 32, 
which provides a greater amplification than the second 
bypass path 34. The predistortion circuit 64 will also be 
used so that the signals which are to be transmitted pass 
through the predistortion circuit 64, where the signals 
are predistorted. The predistorted signals are then 
passed to the power amplifier module 32 where the sig¬ 
nals are amplified and then transmitted. The first to 
fourth switches 96,100, 30, and 36 are controlled by the 
controller to have the appropriate positions to permit the 
signals to pass through this path. 

[0050] However, when the signals are to be transmit¬ 
ted with a lower power level, the signals will pass 
through the second bypass path 34, bypassing the pow¬ 
er module 32. The input signals will also bypass the pre¬ 
distortion circuit 64, passing through the first bypass 
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path 98 and then passing through the second bypass 
path 34. The predistortion circuit 64 and the components 
on the feedback path can but not necessarily all be 
switched off. 

[0051] In one modification, the predistortion circuit is s 
bypassed not only when the second bypass path 34 is 
used but also when the amplitude of the input signal ap¬ 
plied to the power amplifier module 32 is less than a pre¬ 
determined threshold or when the output of the power 
amplifier module is below a given level. 

[0052] Another modification to the embodiment 
shown in Figure 2 is shown in Figure 5. Those compo¬ 
nents which are the same as shown in Figure 2 are re¬ 
ferred to by the same reference numbers and will not be 
described again. 

[0053] Bias control circuitry 118 controlled by the con¬ 
troller is provided. The output of the bias control circuitry 
118 provides a control signal 120 to the power amplifier 
module 32. The control signal 120 controls the bias volt¬ 
age applied to the amplifier of the power amplifier mod¬ 
ule 32. When the power amplifier module 32 comprises 
more than one amplifier, the control signal 120 may con¬ 
trol the bias voltage applied to all of the amplifiers of the 
module 32 or only some. In one embodiment of the 
present invention where the power amplifier module 
comprises a plurality of amplifiers in series, bias control 
is applied only to the last amplifier in the series as the 
last amplifier is the most significant in terms of linearity. 
[0054] The level of the bias voltage applied to an am¬ 
plifier controls its operating characteristic and in partic¬ 
ular determines whether the amplifier operates in a lin¬ 
ear or a non linear manner. 

[0055] When the desired output power level of the sig¬ 
nals to be transmitted is below a given level the predis¬ 
tortion circuit 64 will be switched off. When the predis¬ 
tortion circuit 64 is switched off, the bias control circuit 
118 changes the bias voltage applied to the amplifier(s). 

This changes the operating characteristics of the ampli¬ 
fiers) and for example may make its operation more lin¬ 
ear. When the predistortion circuit 64 is on and being 
used, the bias voltage applied by the bias control circuit 
118 causes the amplifier(s) to operate in a more nonlin¬ 
ear class which means, in practise, a more power effi¬ 
cient mode of operation. When the predistortion circuit 
64 is off, the bias voltage applied by the bias control cir¬ 
cuit 94 is such that the amplifier(s) operates in a more 
linear class. For example, the amplifier(s) may operate 
as a B class amplifier when predistortion is provided and 
as an AB class amplifier when no predistortion is pro¬ 
vided. This represents a power saving, at lower power 
levels, as compared to the case where the amplifier(s) 
operates more efficiently in a nonlinear manner but with 
the predistortion circuit 64 switched on. 

[0056] In this embodiment, the gain applied by the 
third gain control block 26 should be carefully controlled 
in order to ensure that the power of the signal output by 
the power amplifier module 32 is smooth when making 
the transition from using one bias voltage to using an¬ 


other bias voltage. 

[0057] If the bias voltage applied to an amplifier is 
changed, the gain of the amplifier may be altered. The 
gain change should be taken into account by, for exam¬ 
ple, adding a correction value to the current gain of the 
third gain control block 26. The correction value may be 
preprogrammed into a memory of the controller. Alter¬ 
natively, the controller may be arranged so as to learn 
what correction value is to be applied when the bias volt¬ 
age is first changed. The correction value may be al¬ 
tered by changes in temperature. In some embodiments 
of the invention, the correction value applied will depend 
on the temperature. The controller may be arranged to 
"learn" how the correction value varies with temperature 
and thus store a look-up table providing a correlation 
between the temperature and the correction value. 
[0058] In the above described embodiments, the pre¬ 
distortion circuit is turned off when it is not used. In al¬ 
ternative embodiments, the first bypass path' is not pro¬ 
vided. Thus when the required power level of the signal 
to be transmitted is below a given level, the input signal 
passes through the predistortion circuit but without any 
predistortion being applied thereto. 

[0059] In one alternative to the embodiments de¬ 
scribed hereinbefore the second and third gain control 
blocks are replaced by a single gain control block which 
can be placed in the intermediate frequency part of the 
circuit or the radio frequency part of the circuit. 

[0060] It should be pointed out that for clarity only the 
more relevant components of the transmitter are shown. 
In practice, there transmitter will include additional com¬ 
ponents. 

[0061] Figure 6 shows part of a cellular communica¬ 
tion network in which the transmitter shown in Figures 
2 to 5 can be used. Cellular telecommunication net¬ 
works typically comprise a network of base stations 100, 
one of which is shown in Figure 7. Each base station 
100 is arranged to transmit signals to ancTreceive sig¬ 
nals from mobile stations 102. Generally, radio waves 
are used in the communications between the base sta¬ 
tions 100 and the mobile stations 102. 

[0062] Preferred embodiments of the present inven¬ 
tion are incorporated in the mobile stations which are 
generally battery powered and as such power efficiency 
is of importance. However, embodiments of the present 
invention may be incorporated in any suitable radio fre¬ 
quency communication device and may even be incor¬ 
porated in a base transceiver station. Embodiments of 
the present invention are particularly suitable for use in 
spread spectrum communications and, in particular, 
code division multiple access systems. However, em¬ 
bodiments of the present invention may also be included 
in other cellular telecommunication networks such as 
those using frequency division multiple access, time di¬ 
vision multiple access and/or space division multiple ac¬ 
cess as well as hybrids of these systems. Embodiments 
of the invention are particular applicable to arrange¬ 
ments which require high power control dynamic range 
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and wide bandwidth such as certain CDMA systems. 
[0063] Embodiments of the invention may be ar¬ 
ranged to use direct conversion where the signals are 
directly converted from the baseband frequency to the 
radio frequency and not via an intermediate frequency. 


Claims 

1. A transmitter comprising: 

amplifier means for amplifying a received sig¬ 
nal; 

predistortion means for predistorting a received 
signal prior to the signal passing through said 
amplifier means; 

transmitting means for transmitting a signal; 
and 

control means for controlling said transmitter, 
whereby if the power level of the signal to be 
transmitted by the transmitter means is below 
a predetermined level, the signal is not predis¬ 
torted by said predistortion means and if the 
power level of the signal to be transmitted by 
the transmitter means is above a predeter¬ 
mined level said received signal passes 
through said predistortion means and said am¬ 
plifier means. 

2. A transmitter as claimed in claim 1, wherein when 
the power level of the signal is below the predeter¬ 
mined level, the predistortion means is switched off. 

3. A transmitter as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein a 
bypass path is provided for bypassing said amplifi¬ 
er, whereby if a power level of a signal to be trans¬ 
mitted by the transmitter means is below a given 
level, a received signal passes through the bypass 
path. 

4. A transmitter as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein 
said predistortion means is arranged substantially 
to compensate for the non-linearity of said amplifier 
means, when used. 

5. A transmitter as claimed in claim 1,2, 3 or 4, where¬ 
in bias control means are provided for controlling 
the biassing applied to said amplifier means, where¬ 
by if the power level of the signal to be transmitted 
by the transmitter means is above the predeter¬ 
mined level, then the amplifier means is controlled 
by the bias control means to operate in a more pow¬ 
er efficient class. 

6 . A transmitter as claimed in claim 5, wherein when 
a power level of a signal transmitted by said trans¬ 
mitter is below the predetermined level, the ampli¬ 
fier means is controlled by the bias control means 


to operate substantially linearly. 

7. A transmitter as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said amplifier means comprises a plurality 

s of amplifiers arranged in series. 

8 . A transmitter as claimed in claim 7 when appended 
to claim 3, wherein said bypass path in one mode 
of operation allows at least one of said plurality of 

io amplifiers to be bypassed and the received signal 
is arranged to pass through at least one amplifier, 
and in another mode of operation, a different 
number of amplifiers is bypassed. 

is 9 . a transmitter as claimed in claim 8 , wherein in said 
another mode of operation all of said amplifiers are 
bypassed. 

10. A transmitter as claimed in claim 8 , wherein, in said 

20 another mode of operation, no amplifiers are by¬ 
passed. 

11. A transmitter as claimed in claim 8 , 9 or 10, wherein 
said bias control means are arranged to control the 

25 biassing of at least one of said amplifiers. 

12. A transmitter as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein a feedback path is provided for providing 
the predistortion means with a portion of the trans- 

30 mitted signal, said predistortion means being ar¬ 
ranged to compare the portion of the transmitted 
signal with the signal received by the predistortion 
means. 

35 13. A transmitter as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
predistortion means is arranged to calculate at least 
one new predistortion value to be used by the pre- 
distortion means for a subsequent predistortion if 
the portion of the transmitted signal and the signal 

40 input to the predistortion means do not have a pre¬ 
determined relationship. 

14. A transmitter as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
predetermined relationship is that the portion of the 

45 transmitted signal has a linear relationship with the 
signal input to the predistortion means. 

15. A transmitter as claimed in claim 12, 13 or 14, 
wherein when the predistortion means is not used, 

so the feedback path is switched off. 

16. A transmitter as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein gain control means are provided for apply¬ 
ing a gain to the signal prior to the signal being input 

55 to the predistortion means. 

17. A transmitter as claimed in claim 16, wherein at 
least one further gain control means is provided be- 
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tween the output of the predistortion means and the 
amplifier means. 

18. A transmitter as claimed in claim 16 and 17, wherein 
said first gain control means only is used to control s 
the power level of the signal to be transmitted if pre¬ 
distortion is applied to the signal. 

19. A transmitter as claimed in claim 16 and 17, wherein 

the further gain control means is used to control the io 
power level of the signal to be transmitted if predis¬ 
tortion is not applied to the signal to be transmitted. 

20. A transmitter as claimed in claim 19, wherein the 
first gain control means is also used to control the 15 
power level of the signal to be transmitted if predis¬ 
tortion is not applied to the signal. 

21. A transmitter as claimed in any preceding claim 

where incorporated in a mobile station. 20 

22. A method for controlling a transmitter comprising 
the steps of receiving a signal to be amplified, caus¬ 
ing the signal to be predistorted if the power level 

of the signal to be transmitted is above a predeter- 2S 
mined level, and not predistorting said received sig¬ 
nal if the power level of the signal to be transmitted 
is below a predetermined level, amplifying the pre¬ 
distorted signal and transmitting said signal. 
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